Tillandsia ‘Evita’ by D Butcher in Bromeletter May 1996

Another plant with "aeranthos" type leaves is a seedling I got from Maurie Kellett in 1987 entitled T. argentina.
The leaves had worried me from the start especially if you know what a T. argentina looks like when not in flower.
Imagine my surprise when last year I got a compound inflorescence which promised the world but the petals failed to emerge and open in the warmer weather. AND guess what. The same is happening this year when I had camera and scalpel ready. T. argentina has a simple distichous complanate spike about 4.5cm long and 1.5cm wide with bright rose-red petals.
My plant has a compound inflorescence with a main distichous complanate spike of 3cm long and lcm wide and with 3 slightly smaller side spikes. All threatening to produce red flowers! Clearly, T. argentina is not its correct name but if I were guessing parentage I would say that T. argentina is in there somewhere, and possibly T. vernicosa to produce the compound inflorescence.

To remind us of its origins, perhaps we should call this "unknown" T. ‘EVITA’ because it is worth while growing.

I am sure there is someone out there who has flowered this plant and can advise me the colour and the reason for their success.

